Glial fibrillary acidic protein (GFAP) in rat brain tumors transplacentally induced by ethylnitrosourea (ENU).
The immunohistochemical distribution of glial fibrillary acidic protein (GFAP) in neoplastic lesions induced in the rat by ENU is reported. GFAP was present in hypertrophic reactive astrocytes, which were numerous in early neoplastic proliferations, in microtumors of the white matter, and in those collected at the periphery of large tumors. They were absent in cortical oligodendroglial foci and microtumors. No GFAP-positive cells were observed in hyperplasias of the white matter: astrocyte-like cells of large tumors were GFAP-negative. The significance of reactive astrocytes and the problem of the astrocytic component in transplacental ENU tumors are discussed.